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Amanda Esposito, student conductor
ANTON ARENSKY (1861-1906)
Variations on a Theme by Tschaikovsky, Op. 35a
LEONARD BERNSTIEN (1918-1990)
arr. Robert Longfield
Danzon from "Fancy Free"
EDVARD GRIEG (1843-1907)
Sigurd Jorsalfar Suite, Op. 56
III. Homage March
KSU Concert Band 
John Culvahouse, conductor
Lisa Mason, student conductor




















Jacquelyn Smith, Powder Springs








Micaela Hays, Mesquite, TX
Chloe House, Kennesaw














Alexander Keeling, Johnson City, TN
David Metrio, Suwanee
Hannah Postema, Powder Springs
DOUBLE BASS
Kathryn Encisco, Marietta
Tavarick Wynn, Miami, FL
FLUTE
Holly Hilton, Hoschton











Jesse Weber, Hobart, IN
TRUMPET
Michael Lewis, Columbus
Collin Siesel, Charlotte, NC
Zachery Reinhardt, Kennesaw
HORN




Joseph Thompson, Sugar Hill
TUBA















Amanda Macon, Columbia, SC














Tavarick Wynn, Miami, FL
CLARINET
Lindsey Bovard, Powder Springs

































Collin Siesel, Charlotte, NC
Bob Wright, Columbus

















Joseph A. Thompson, Sugar Hill
TUBA







Casey Bishon Barker, Midland
Jonathan Bowers, Lilburn
Jordan Burnett, Toronto, Canada




Jordan Lenn Tillery, Marietta
Assistant Professor of Music Education
Charles Laux is Assistant Professor of String Music Education at Kennesaw State University where his duties include teaching courses in string tech-
niques, string pedagogy, and technology integration, supervising student teach-
ers, conducting the KSU Philharmonic and serving as director of the KSU String 
Project. He is a Ph.D. candidate in Music Education at The Ohio State University, 
conductor of the Georgia Youth Symphony Camerata Orchestra, and an Essential 
Elements clinician, consultant, and contributor for the Hal Leonard Corporation.
Mr. Laux has 16 years of public school teaching experience, directing orchestras 
in the Hilliard City Schools (Ohio), the Orange County (Florida) Public Schools and 
the Clark County School District, centered in Las Vegas. Under his direction, the 
Winter Park High School Philharmonic Orchestra was chosen to perform at the 
60th annual Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic. He has also taught courses at 
The Ohio State University, the College of Southern Nevada, Valencia College, and 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
Mr. Laux, a D'Addario endorsed artist/clinician, has presented educational ses-
sions for the Midwest Clinic, American String Teachers Association, Technology 
Institute for Music Education, Association for Technology in Music Instruction, and 
many state music educator conferences. His performing experience includes per-
formances with the Las Vegas Philharmonic, the Nevada Chamber Symphony, the 
Columbus String Quartet, and various freelance opportunities. Mr. Laux remains in 
frequent demand as an orchestra clinician, conductor, and adjudicator.
Follow Mr. Laux (@charleslaux) and the KSU Orchestras (@ksuorchestras) on 
Twitter.
The Kennesaw State University Concert Band was instituted in the Fall of 2007 as 
a second wind band ensemble on the campus. The band serves the needs of a 
growing instrumental music student population as a performing ensemble. In ad-
dition, some music students perform in the ensemble on a secondary instrument 
offering developmental diversity and experience. The Concert Band presents con-
certs each semester on the campus and the ensemble is open to any KSU student. 
No audition is necessary. Students may register for MUSI 1145 or MUSI 3345 for 
one hour credit. Dr. John Culvahouse conducts as well as selected outstanding 




The Kennesaw State University Philharmonic is a non-auditioned orchestra open 
to all students, including both music majors and non-majors from across the cam-
pus. The orchestra performs a variety of string orchestra literature from many styles 
and musical time periods. In addition, each semester the orchestra collaborates 
with select members of the KSU Concert Band to form a full orchestra. Students 
interested in participating should contact the conductor, Professor Charles Laux, 
at claux@kennesaw.edu.
Professor of Instrumental Music Education
John N. Culvahouse is Professor of Instrumental Music Education and full member of the Graduate Faculty at Kennesaw State University. From 1991 
until 2007, he served on the faculty at the University of Georgia, where he was a 
tenured Associate Professor of Music and member of the Graduate Faculty. Prior 
to his appointment at UGA in 1991, Dr. Culvahouse taught in the public schools in 
Sumter, South Carolina and in East Tennessee for 17 years where he directed high 
school, middle school, and elementary school bands. He received the Bachelor 
and Master of Music Education degrees from the University of Tennessee and the 
Doctor of Musical Arts in Conducting from the University of South Carolina. Men-
tors and major professors include Stanley Barnes, WJ Julian, William J. Moody, 
and James Copenhaver.
Dr. Culvahouse has served as a conductor, adjudicator and clinician in several 
states, Canada, and Western Europe. Professional affiliations include the College 
Band Directors National Association (past Georgia State Chair), Georgia Music 
Educators Association, Music Educators National Conference, East Tennessee 
School Band and Orchestra Association, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia (Former Epsilon 
Lambda Chapter Advisor), Phi Beta Mu (Tennessee Chapter Past-President and 
South Carolina Chapter Past-Vice-President), Pi Kappa Lambda, Kappa Kappa 
Psi (Honorary), and the National Band Association where he has served on the 
Board of Directors on four occasions. As a long time NBA member, he conducted 
bands at the 1980, 1988, and 1994 conventions, including a 1988 performance 
by the Sumter, SC High School Symphonic Band. His NBA service began as Ten-
nessee State Chair in the late 1970s, continued as an elected High School Rep-
resentative, elected Representative At-Large, Southern Division C hair, and he 
was elected First Vice-President/President Elect for the 2008-2012 Biennia. He 
assumed the office of President in April 2009 and is currently the Immediate Past-
President of the NBA.
Dr. Culvahouse is an elected member of The American Bandmasters Association 
and he serves on the Executive Committee as Vice-president and Secretary of the 
John Philip Sousa Foundation. He is a Sudler Flag of Honor and Sudler Trophy 
Laureate. He was presented the coveted Orpheus Award by Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
Fraternity in 2006 and The National Band Association on six occasions has pre-
sented him the Citation of Excellence.






Todd Skitch, Flute 
Christina Smith, Flute 
Elizabeth Koch Tiscione, Oboe 
Dane Philipsen, Oboe 
John Warren, Clarinet 








Brian Hecht, Bass Trombone 
Bernard Flythe, Tuba/Euphonium
Michael Moore, Tuba
Justin Chesarek, Jazz Percussion
John Lawless, Percussion
Strings
Helen Kim, Violin 
Kenn Wagner, Violin
Catherine Lynn, Viola 
Allyson Fleck, Viola 
Charae Krueger, Cello 
Douglas Sommer, Double Bass 
Joseph McFadden, Double Bass
Elisabeth Remy Johnson, Harp 
Mary Akerman, Classical Guitar
Trey Wright, Jazz Guitar
Marc Miller, Jazz Bass
Ensembles & Conductors
Leslie J. Blackwell, Choral Activities
Alison Mann, Choral Activities
Oral Moses, Gospel Choir




John Culvahouse, Wind Ensembles
David T. Kehler, Wind Ensembles
Wes Funderburk, Jazz Ensembles
Sam Skelton, Jazz Ensembles
Justin Chesarek, Jazz Combos
Marc Miller, Jazz Combos









Russell Young, Vocal Coach
Piano
Judith Cole, Collaborative Piano
Robert Henry
Tyrone Jackson, Jazz Piano
John Marsh, Class Piano
David Watkins
Susan White, Class Piano
Soohyun Yun









































Georgia Youth Symphony Orchestra & Chorus
KSU Faculty Chamber Players
KSU Faculty String Trio  










School of Music Faculty and Staff
Upcoming Events
Unless otherwise noted, all events will take place at 8:00 pm in Morgan Concert Hall.
We welcome all guests with special needs and offer the following services: easy access, 
companion seating locations, accessible restrooms, and assisted listening devices. Please 










KSU Community and Alumni Choir
Thursday, January 9
Symphony Orchestra and Wind
Ensemble play the music of The Who
Thursday, January 23
Studio of Jana Young Recital
Friday, January 24
Guest Artist Series: Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, Robert Spano, conductor
and Wu Han, piano
Monday, February 3
Faculty String Trio
Kennesaw State University School of Music
The School of Music at KSU has dedicated, vibrant, and talented faculty and staff 
that are completely devoted to teaching, performing, scholarship, and serving our 
community. It is an incredibly exciting place to study, boasting state-of-the-art fa-
cilities with opportunities to produce and explore music in a dynamic place that 
is ahead of the curve for what it means to be a musician in the 21st century. Our 
students come from the leading musical honor organizations across the region 
and are poised to lead the cultural offerings and musical education in our area and 
beyond for years to come. 
We welcome you to attend a concert, meet our faculty and staff, and feel the en-
ergy and excitement that our students exude. We are fully committed to our pur-
pose as educators, performers, and scholars. We hope that you will find as much 
enjoyment in our product as we do in producing it. 
Connect with the School of Music
For more information about the School of Music, connect with us online at the web-
sites below. Tweet at us during tonight’s concert from Morgan Hall’s Tweet Seats 
to connect with fellow concertgoers during the performance.
facebook.com/musicKSU     twitter.com/musicKSU     youtube.com/musicKSU
ksutv.kennesaw.edu/musicKSU      musicKSU.com
Please consider a gift to the Kennesaw State University School of Music.
 http://community.kennesaw.edu/GiveToMusic 
